Seasonal variations in egg passage of Fasciola hepatica in dairy cows in Quebec.
Seasonal changes in Fasciola hepatica egg passage were documented in 17 dairy herds in Portneuf County, Quebec (Canada). Egg passage was low or absent in spring and summer but rose in autumn to reach a peak in winter, then subsequently returned to low levels. This study suggests that there are two periods of transmission to the bovine host during the grazing season: a minor period in the spring, due to overwintered snails, and a major period in August and September due to snails that acquired the infection in May or June.